
Legal Research Strategy

Getting Started

What do you know about the subject?

What resources do you have available?

What kind of cost or time
considerations do you have?

DEFINE THE
RESEARCH ISSUE(S)

DETERMINE
JURISDICTION

SECONDARY
SOURCES
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PRIMARY SOURCES
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Consider whether there is a research guide to help you identify
relevant sources. Google "[topic] law research guide." Georgetown
Law publishes research guides on many topics.

Use alternative search methods: natural language, Boolean terms
and connectors, browsing tables of contents, using digests, etc.

Contact your Reference Librarians if you need help getting started or
if you get stuck! Email Lawreference@seattleu.edu or call 206-398-
4225.

TIPS

ASK
QUESTIONS!

#6
ANALYZE & ORGANIZE

#7
UPDATE

#3
GENERATE

SEARCH TERMS

#8
STOP

read and analyze
facts

if unfamiliar, get an
overview (Google!)

think about relevant
vocabulary

use Boolean logic

these will explain
legal principles and
direct you to primary

law

use tables of
contents as

alternative search
method

also consider conflict
of law issues

use annotated codes,
case digests and

citators

determine which law
is relevant and

binding

apply law to facts -
use analogies

organize research
findings

determine whether
law is current

repeat results
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