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Asking (or “petitioning”) for minor guardianship can be confusing.
Here is more information on the different ways to petition for minor guardianship.   

Understanding
Minor Guardianship

Appointed if each parent
agrees, all parental rights
have been terminated, or no
parent can or will parent the
child

Typically takes at least 60
days to appoint guardian  

The child’s parents (and
possibly other people)
typically must be notified of
the petition and court
hearings  

Usually intended to last until
the child turns 18

Appointed if guardianship is
likely to prevent substantial
harm to the child’s health or
safety and no other person
can or will act to prevent
this harm

Typically takes at least 14
days to appoint emergency
guardian

The child’s parents (and
possibly other people)
typically must be notified of
the petition and court
hearings 

Appointed if the child’s
health, safety, or welfare
could be substantially and
irreparably harmed prior to a
hearing

Allows a guardian to be
appointed either the same
day as filing or within 2 days
of notifying parents (and
possibly other people)

Can only be filed at the same
time or after you’ve started a
standard or emergency
guardianship case. This
cannot be requested by
itself! 

A request to appoint a guardian
immediately while waiting for a
standard or emergency
guardianship case to finalize

  What is it?
A short-term type of minor
guardianship that only lasts
for up to 60 or 120 days
(sometimes referred to as
“temporary guardianship”)
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A legal relationship between
a child and a non-parent
adult where a court gives the
adult similar responsibilities
and powers as a parent 

  What is it?   What is it?


