Teaching True Crime in Public Law Libraries: Murder and Oregon’s Holy Rollers Love
Cult

October 29, 2025
King County Law Library
12:00 pm

Program Description:

Public law libraries often have a great wealth of primary historical material. The
Washington State Law Library has books and briefs related to the Seattle trials and appeals
of the 1906 murder of Corvallis, Oregon love cult leader Edmund Creffield and the
subsequent murder of his killer, George Mitchell. This true crime saga involving religion,
sex, murders, insanity, and fratricide presents a great opportunity to teach public legal
history and to illustrate the sophistication of criminal law in Washington during the
Progressive Era. The process of using law library collections to teach public legal history
will be highlighted.

Agenda:

12:00-12:05 Welcome and Presenter Introductions

12:05-12:10 Introduction: Discovering History

12:10-12:40 Franz Edmund Creffield and the Oregon Holy Rollers

12:40- 1:00 The Legal History of the Insanity Defense and Involuntary
Commitment in Washington

1:00 Questions and Closing Remarks

Learning Objectives:

1. Edmond Creffield and the Holy Rollers: Participants will enjoy the story of
Edmund Creffield and the Holy Rollers, ending in murders, trials, appeals, and a
commitment of insanity.

2. Criminal Law Reforms: Participants will learn of the modernizing criminal law
reforms during the Progressive Era in the Pacific Northwest.

3. Primary Legal Resources: Participants will understand the use of primary legal
sources in teaching public legal history, both as a library marketing and outreach
strategy and as a tool for expanding civil engagement. This narrative, for example,
builds on public interest in true crime stories, especially those with scandal and
intrigue, while explaining library archives, the presumption of innocence in criminal
trials, and the importance of mental health sentencing alternatives for defendants
with mentalillness.



Presenter Biographies:

Following undergraduate studies at Louisiana State University (LSU), graduate work at the
University of Southwestern Louisiana (now ULL) and service in the United States Navy,
George Edmonston, Jr. built a career in writing and public relations through numerous
positions at LSU, ultimately serving as editor of LSU Magazine for two years. He moved to
the Pacific Northwest in 1986 and was editor of Oregon State University's alumni
magazine, The Oregon Stater, for twenty years before he retired. In 2003, he co-

authored Tales from Oregon State Sports, and his articles on Oregon and OSU history have
appeared in the Oregonian, the Salem Statesman-Journal, the Albany Democrat-Herald,
the Corvallis Gazette-Times and the Newberg Graphic.

Rob Mead is State Law Librarian for the Washington State Law Library and a Legal
Research & Writing Instructor at South Puget Sound Community College. Before becoming
a law librarian, Mead worked as a disability law attorney, and he has continued to write
about the rights of the elderly and people with disabilities throughout his career. He
currently serves as one of the co-authors of Advising the Elderly Client (Thomson Reuters)
and recently served as one of the co-authors of How Gender and Race Affect Justice Now
(Washington Gender and Justice Commission, 2021).



