Current & Upcoming Readings for KCLL Talk Legally to Me Book Group

July & August Pairing
While Justice Sleeps by Stacey Abrams - July

Avery Keene, a brilliant young law clerk for the legendary Justice Howard Wynn, is doing her
best to hold her life together--excelling in an arduous job with the court while also dealing
with a troubled family. When the shocking news breaks that Justice Wynn--the
cantankerous swing vote on many current high-profile cases--has slipped into a coma,
Avery's life turns upside down. - Bookshop.org

Courtwatchers: Eyewitness Accounts in the Supreme Court History — August

In the first Supreme Court history told primarily through eyewitness accounts from Court
insiders, Clare Cushman provides readers with a behind-the-scenes look at the people,
practices, and traditions that have shaped an American institution for more than 200 years.
These accounts allow readers to feel as if they are squeezed into the packed courtroom in
1844 as silver-tongued orator Daniel Webster addresses the court; eavesdropping on an
exasperated Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., in 1930 as he snaps at a clerk's critique of his draft
opinion; or sharing a taxi with future Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr., in 2005 as he rushes
home from the airportin anticipation of a phone call from President Bush offering him the
nomination to the Supreme Court. This entertaining and enlightening tour of the Supreme
Court's colorful personalities and inner workings will be of interest to all readers of
American political and legal history. — Bookshop.org

September & October Pairing
The Once and Future Witches by Alix E. Harrow — September
WINNER 2021 - British Fantasy Award for Best Fantasy Novel

In 1893, there's no such thing as witches. There used to be, in the wild, dark days before the
burnings began, but now witching is nothing but tidy charms and nursery rhymes. If the
modern woman wants any measure of power, she must find it at the ballot box.

But when the Eastwood sisters—James Juniper, Agnes Amaranth, and Beatrice
Belladonna—join the suffragists of New Salem, they begin to pursue the forgotten words
and ways that might turn the women's movement into the witch's movement. Stalked by
shadows and sickness, hunted by forces who will not suffer a witch to vote—and perhaps



not even to live—the sisters will need to delve into the oldest magics, draw new alliances,
and heal the bond between them if they want to survive. — Bookshop.org

Ida B. the Queen — by Michelle Duster

Ida B. Wells committed herself to the needs of those who did not have power. In the eyes of
the FBI, this made her a “dangerous negro agitator.” In the annals of history, it makes her an
icon. Ida B. the Queen tells the awe-inspiring story of an pioneering woman who was often
overlooked and underestimated—a woman who refused to exit a train car meant for white
passengers; a woman brought to light the horrors of lynching in America; a woman who
cofounded the NAACP. Written by Wells’s great-granddaughter Michelle Duster, this “warm
remembrance of a civil rights icon” (Kirkus Reviews) is a unique visual celebration of
Wells’s life, and of the Black experience. — Bookshop.org

Previous Readings
May & June Pairing

For May’s reading there are several options to choose from. You can read or view as many
as you are able to. If you are going to read Clybourne Park, it is highly recommended that
you read or watch A Rasin in the Sun beforehand as Clybourne Park is a sequel of the first

play.

A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry - May
AND/OR

Clybourne Park by Bruce Norris - May
AND/OR

Watch the 1961 film of A Raisin in the Sun — May
The movie is available on DVD through the following libraries:
Seattle Public
King County Library System
Pierce County Library System
Tacoma Public Library
Itis also available through some online streaming services.

A Raisin in the Sun:



Original Play was nominated for four Tony Awards
Subsequent versions were nominated and won various film and theatre awards

Lorraine Hansberry's award-winning drama about the hopes and aspirations of a struggling,
working-class family living on the South Side of Chicago connected profoundly with the
psyche of Black America—and changed American theater forever. The play's title comes
from aline in Langston Hughes's poem "Harlem," which warns that a dream deferred might
"dry up/like a raisin in the sun."— Bookshop.org

Clybourne Park:
WINNER Pulitzer Prize for Drama 2011
WINNER Tony Award for Best Play 2012

Clybourne Park spans two generations fifty years apart. In 1959, Russ and Bev are selling
their desirable two-bedroom at a bargain price, unknowingly bringing the first black family
into the neighborhood (borrowing a plot line from Lorraine Hansberry's A Raisin in the Sun)
and creating ripples of discontent among the cozy white residents of Clybourne Park. In
2009, the same property is being bought by a young white couple, whose plan to raze the
house and start again is met with equal disapproval by the black residents of the soon-to-
be-gentrified area. Are the issues festering beneath the floorboards actually the same, fifty
years on? Bruce Norris's excruciatingly funny and squirm-inducing satire explores the fault
line between race and property. — Bookshop.org

Race For Profit by Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor- June

National Book Award Longlist 2019
Finalist, 2020 Pulitzer Prize in History

Race for Profit uncovers how exploitative real estate practices continued well after housing
discrimination was banned. The same racist structures and individuals remained intact
after redlining’s end, and close relationships between regulators and the industry created
incentives to ignore improprieties. Meanwhile, new policies meant to encourage low-
income homeownership created new methods to exploit Black homeowners. The federal
government guaranteed urban mortgages in an attempt to overcome resistance to lending
to Black buyers — as if unprofitability, rather than racism, was the cause of housing
segregation. Bankers, investors, and real estate agents took advantage of the perverse
incentives, targeting the Black women most likely to fail to keep up their home payments
and slip into foreclosure, multiplying their profits. As a result, by the end of the 1970s, the
nation’s first programs to encourage Black homeownership ended with tens of thousands
of foreclosures in Black communities across the country. The push to uplift Black
homeownership had descended into a goldmine for realtors and mortgage lenders, and a
ready-made cudgel for the champions of deregulation to wield against government
intervention of any kind. - Bookshop.org



March & April Book Pairing
The Proving Ground by Michael Connelly - March

Following his "resurrection walk" and need for a new direction, Mickey Haller turns to
public interest litigation, filing a civil lawsuit against an artificial intelligence company
whose chatbot told a sixteen-year-old boy that it was okay for him to kill his ex-girlfriend for
her disloyalty. Representing the victim's family, Mickey's case explores the mostly
unregulated and exploding Al business and the lack of training guardrails. Along the way he
joins up with a journalist named Jack McEvoy, who wants to be a fly on the wall during the
trial in order to write a book about it. But Mickey puts him to work going through the
mountain of printed discovery materials in the case. McEvoy's digging ultimate delivers the
key witnhess, a whistleblower who has been too afraid to speak up. The case is fraught with
danger because billions are at stake. It is said that machines became smarter than humans
onthe day in 1997 that IBM's Deep Blue defeated chess master Garry Kasparov with a
gambit called "the knight's sacrifice." Haller will take a similar gambit in court to defeat the
mega forces of the Al industry lined up against him and his clients. — Bookshop.org

Weapons of Math Destruction by Cathy O’Neil — April

WINNER Euler Book Prize
National Book Award Longlist 2016

We live in the age of the algorithm. Increasingly, the decisions that affect our lives - where
we go to school, whether we get a loan, how much we pay for insurance - are being made
not by humans, but by mathematical models. In theory, this should lead to greater fairness:
everyone is judged according to the same rules, and bias is eliminated.

And yet, as Cathy O'Neil reveals in this urgent and necessary book, the opposite is true. The
models being used today are opaque, unregulated, and incontestable, even when they're
wrong. Most troubling, they reinforce discrimination. Tracing the arc of a person's life,
O'Neil exposes the black box models that shape our future, both as individuals and as a
society. These "weapons of math destruction" score teachers and students, sort CVs, grant
or deny loans, evaluate workers, target voters, and monitor our health. — Bookshop.org



